H9212

very foolish mistake if we lose sight of
the terror threat from Iran, the world’s
greatest state sponsor of terror.

In the past week, two alarming devel-
opments have exposed why Iran cannot
be trusted:

First, a December 2 report from the
International Atomic Energy Agency
revealed that Iran had previously been
working on nuclear weapons.

That is right, Mr. Speaker. Despite
Iran’s repeated insistence that its nu-
clear program had only been for peace-
ful purposes, the IAEA report makes
clear that Iran had an active nuclear
weapons program.

In short, Iran lied, and it has been
telling a very big lie for some time.
This deceit is precisely why we must
not close the book on uncovering Iran’s
past nuclear efforts.

Second, Mr. Speaker, it has now been
reported that on November 21, Iran
tested a ballistic missile, one capable
of carrying a nuclear warhead. This is
a breach of multiple United Nations
Security Council resolutions and is in
obvious defiance of the 8-year ban on
ballistic missile work that was part of
the nuclear agreement.

This is Iran’s second such launch of a
ballistic missile since the conclusion of
the nuclear agreement. Regrettably, no
such action has been taken against
Iran for that first test in October. In-
stead, the U.N. Security Council is still
debating on how to respond. They are
still debating. What message does that
send?

Mr. Speaker, Iran cannot be given a
pass for these flagrant provocations. A
failure to forcibly respond now with re-
percussions will only encourage Iran to
incrementally cheat in the future
again and again, as it already has.

The unavoidable truth is that simply
looking the other way so as not to ruf-
fle any feathers in Tehran will neither
bring peace nor an end to belligerent
behavior from the Iranians. We know
that Iran cannot be trusted, plain and
simple. We know that Iran will con-
tinue to test the world’s resolve.

The real question now, Mr. Speaker,
is whether the world will even be inter-
ested in responding. It is time for our
voices to be heard loud and clear. The
United States must step forward and
lead.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 22
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As the two parties negotiate the
funding of government in these waning
days of the first session, grant them a
surfeit of wisdom and a spirit of co-
operation in ongoing negotiations.

Continue to bless our Nation with a
sense of peace and healing as the vic-
tims of San Bernardino are being laid
to rest. During this holy season, con-
tinue to be with us.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAUL-
SEN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PAULSEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
THE PRESIDENT SHOULD CHANGE
COURSE
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is sad to me that it took
the President 5 days to identify the at-
tack in San Bernardino as terrorism.
After I heard the tragic news last
Wednesday, I knew in 5 seconds it was
a terrorist attack.

The President needs to revisit the
9/11 Memorial in New York City, which
clearly establishes the timeline of the
global war on terrorism. He can see
copies of fatwas by Islamic extremists
declaring war on modern civilization
dated in 1996. The war has never
stopped.

The Second Amendment’s right to
bear arms has never been more impor-
tant for citizens to protect their fami-
lies. The thought that gun control can
stop terrorism is a diversion from the
real threats. This was revealed by the
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mass murders in Paris, despite French
strict gun control.

In the past weeks, the terrorists’
mass murders have been horrifying, of
Lebanese, Russians, and French, along
with Americans in Iraq, Israel, Paris,
and San Bernardino, of Muslims, Chris-
tians, and Jews.

The President should change course
to actually destroy ISIL, not just give
pathetic political lectures. We are fac-
ing an enemy that requires us to set
aside partisanship to protect American
families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

SOLAR INVESTMENT TAX CREDIT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, notably
absent from the tax extenders bill re-
leased this week is a provision on
which 174,000 American jobs depend.

The solar investment tax credit, a 30
percent credit for the installation of
solar on residential and commercial
properties, was implemented in 2006.
The result has been an annual growth
of 73 percent.

That growth allowed the industry to
develop panels that have soared in effi-
ciency and plummeted in price. Solar
is our fastest growing energy source
and is responsible for 40 percent of all
new generating capacity brought on-
line this year. Solar employment is
growing at a rate 20 times higher than
the overall economy.

If the solar investment tax credit is
not extended, that growth will stop, de-
mand will drop by 71 percent, and
100,000 jobs will be lost; but a 5-year ex-
tension would create 60,000 jobs and
allow the industry to come to matu-
rity.

Mr. Speaker, tax legislation that
does not include the solar investment
tax credit is not serious about creating
American jobs. I urge its inclusion.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
CALDWELL PLUMER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor and celebrate the
life of a patriot and dear friend, Mary
Caldwell Plumer, known as Mere.

Mere accomplished so much through-
out her long and rewarding life and did
it with a constant smile and positive
outlook. We treasured the moments we
had with Mere because we knew we
could not have her forever.

As per her wish, I will not stand by
her grave and cry but adhere to the
standards she established and always
maintained of loving life and each
other. Her friends, family, and loved
ones admired her, and we were blessed
to have known her.
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